
           
                      

DIFFERENTIATED  
THYROID CANCER (DTC)

WHAT IS RAI-R DTC?

Radioactive iodine (RAI) is a common treatment 

that can be used to destroy any thyroid tissue not 

removed by surgery, or to treat some types of thyroid 

cancer that have spread to lymph nodes and other 

parts of the body.6

Up to 70% of patients with advanced thyroid cancer 

become RAI-refractory 7, also known as resistant to 

treatment, posing unique difficulties.8,9 

The cancer may persist or progress despite 

treatment efforts, requiring alternative approaches.

Thyroid cancer is about 3 times more 
common in women than in men.4 

Thyroid cancer can occur at any age,  
but the risk peaks earlier for women (who 
are most often in their 40s or 50s when 
diagnosed) than for men (who are usually 
in their 60s or 70s).12 

Thyroid cancer is about 70% more common 
in white people than in Black people, who 
have the lowest rate.13

INCREASED RISK FOR 
CERTAIN POPULATIONS 

DIFFERENTIATED THYROID CANCER (DTC) AND THE RISING GENDER DISPARITIES

DTC accounts for more than 90% of  
all thyroid cancers and includes 

papillary, follicular and Hürthle cell 

thyroid cancers. 2

Thyroid cancer typically occurs 
in people between the ages of 25 
and 653 with the average age of 

diagnosis being 51.4

In 2024, there will be an estimated  
44,020 new cases of thyroid cancer 

(12,500 in men and 31,520 in women).4 
Metastatic disease is present in 4–10%  

of DTC patients. 5

Thyroid cancer is diagnosed more often in women than men.  

Over the past few decades, this gender-based gap has grown substantially.1 
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Early-stage DTC may not show noticeable symptoms. That’s why it’s crucial to be aware of  

possible symptoms for early detection. Some signs and symptoms of DTC can include:

SYMPTOMS OF DTC

These are not all the symptoms of DTC, and they could also be caused by other conditions.   

Symptoms of DTC may be easily overlooked, so it’s important to talk to your doctor about any 

concerning symptoms as soon as they arise.

A lump in the neck, 

sometimes growing quickly.

Difficulty swallowing  

or breathing.

Changes in voice  

or persistent cough.14
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•   Radiation exposure

•   Age (women are more often diagnosed at a younger  

age than men)

•   Being overweight  

•   Family history – having a first-degree relative (parent, 

sibling or child) with thyroid cancer12

RISK FACTORS

Based on SEER* data from 2013—2019, the 5-year relative 

survival rate for thyroid cancer that has not spread outside 

the thyroid is 99.9%.10 If the cancer has spread to distant 

parts of the body, such as the bones, the 5-year relative 

survival rate is 51.9%.10 For RAI-R-DTC, the 5-year relative 

survival rate decreases to 19%.11  

5-year relative survival rate

PROGNOSIS

Metastatic 51.9% 

99.9% Early-stage

19% RAI-R-DTC

More information about Eisai and our commitment to the  
cancer community can be found here or by scanning the QR code.

*The Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) Program from the National Cancer Institute provides information on cancer statistics in the U.S.
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